Anaesthesia', 'Thoracic and Cardiac Surgery', 'Neurosurgery' and 'Orthopaedic Surgery' are particularly well written.
One major omission is any discussion on cardiopulmonary resuscitation. This would seem to be an unusual decision of the editors because the book is designed to be a practical guide for "all anaesthetists and other health care professionals involved in the care of patients". Another important omission is that in Chapter 17 on 'Local Anaesthetic Techniques', there is no discussion on ultrasound-guided techniques.
Despite these criticisms, this single-volume textbook of anaesthesia covers a wide range of easyto-read topics and is a valuable source of general information. It would be a suitable textbook for junior trainees who need a compact and practical introduction to the specialty. It would also be suitable for allied professionals who are involved in the care of patients in the perioperative period. This book is recommended for anaesthetic department libraries.
A 978-1-4160-3091-1. This publication evolved from notes written when one of the authors was preparing for the American Perioperative Transesophageal Echocardiography exam, with the aim of providing a readily accessible on-the-spot guide for the perioperative echocardiographer-including normal values, formulae and obscure normal variants and congenital abnormalities. It is not (nor does it claim to be) an introductory text to transoesophageal echocardiography.
In many aspects this manual achieves these aims. It is certainly small and robust enough to be carried around in pockets of operating room attire. It comprises 179 pages (of high quality thick paper) and two useful summary cards. There is a good index and the first page of each chapter has a colour-coded tab, which facilitates rapid access to relevant sections of the book.
The price includes a password to enable the purchaser to download a PDA version of the text (via either Mac or PC). It works on both Palm and Windows Mobile handheld devices. The PDA version includes the entire contents of the manual (both text and diagrams), but no video loops.
Unfortunately, this publication has a number of significant deficiencies. There are many errors in the manuscript. For example, factors resulting in transvalvular gradients under-and over-estimating aortic valve areas are interchanged, the text and diagrams incorrectly assert that one should only trace the early filling wave to determine mean transmitral gradients; restricted mitral valve leaflet motion associated with ischaemia is solely ascribed to ischaemic papillary muscles with no mention of the significance of changes in ventricular geometry.
Subject selection and emphasis is sometimes surprising. For example there are 16 pages devoted to diastolic function (the longest chapter), yet there is only just over a single page on regional left ventricular dysfunction! There are also significant omissions, e.g. no mention of mitral annular dimensions, the double envelope method and Doppler velocity index for determining aortic stenosis severity, assessment of regurgitant volume with PISA. There are also some inconsistencies between different sections of the text and summary cards, e.g. in cut-off valve areas and gradients for different degrees of aortic valvular stenosis and regurgitation.
Overall, I like the concept and accessibility of the information in this manual and I believe many perioperative echocardiographers will find it useful. However, it could have been much better with more careful editing and reviewing.
R . This is the paediatric anaesthesia version of the popular series of Oxford Specialist Handbooks. The book is softback and indeed pocket-sized, with a durable plastic cover and two handy page-marking ribbons. The book is divided into several sections; 1) physiology/pharmacology/psychology, 2) general principles of paediatric anaesthesia, 3) analgesia, 4) elective surgery, 5) emergency surgery, and 6) problems/resuscitation/syndromes/sedation.
The content is nearly always up-to-date and based on U.K. practice which is readily translated to Australian and New Zealand practice. Although the book is over 600 pages long, the layout is strictly in bullet-point form. The result is a very comprehensive list of facts and comments but limited capacity for discussion or deeper analysis of controversial or complex problems. At 600 pages it is more than a quick pocket guide and indeed it is not designed to provide rapid access to formulae or drug doses. However the lack of discussion and references make it hard to read or use as a standard text. It is too big to be a drug doses or ready formula aid and too contracted to be a primary text for teaching or a reference text for syndromic children. However, it should be useful for anaesthetists or registrars who already have had some paediatric anaesthesia exposure and want an easily transportable book to provide a quick summary about any particular issue.
A This is a handy, pocket-sized book that invites to be leafed through and read. The editor is an anaesthetist and Associate Professor at the Philadelphia Children's Hospital and the chapters are written by 61 authors, though there are no details about them or their affiliations.
The book is aimed at trainees and occasional paediatric anaesthetists and is designed as a compact 'point-of-care guide'. It is divided into three parts. The first 50 pages are an informative section about coexisting diseases. Following is a large A-Z section about anaesthesia for 103 surgical procedures, ranging from colonoscopy and circumcision through to heart transplantation, Kasai procedures and foetal surgery. Each topic chapter contains bullet-point sections on indications, patient assessment, anaesthetic management and postoperative considerations. There is then a very short section about regional techniques, although only epidurals and spinals are discussed. No doses are given, there is no information about epidural needle sizes and no mention of caudals.
Initially, I was disappointed with this book because it wastes precious space on routine matters. For example, it lists "NPO: standard" for almost every condition. This information is at the expense of not distilling the essence of what really is at the core of the anaesthetic technique for division of tongue tie: the intense surgical stimulation and blood in the shared airway during a short procedure, with the risk of airway obstruction or laryngospasm in a small child. This is all mentioned in the chapter but the information is lost amongst the NPO, premedication, maintenance fluids and preoperative laboratory tests that are all listed, which are so similar and not helpful for many of the procedures. The relevant information about strabismus repair is all there too, but the major problem of postoperative vomiting again does not stand out. It would also be helpful if some details of the surgical procedures could be given, as many of the target audience may not have seen, for example, a thyroglossal cyst excision.
However, over time and as I became used to the approach and the American acronyms, I warmed to the book and could see how it could be helpful or reassuring to an anaesthetist who had not seen a particular procedure in a child before. The chapters on the more complex topics tend to be better than the simple topics. It does still require some assumed knowledge to place the information of the book in context, but some might find it a useful checklist or memory jog. . This publication consists of a 300 page book accompanied by a CD-ROM. Basic Pharmacokinetics is true to its title, covering model-based pharmacokinetics concentrating on the principles, mainly using single-compartment analysis and assuming minimal mathematical knowledge, which most anaesthetists would regard as a blessing. The text covers in a succinct style what has become received or accepted pharmacokinetic doctrine. The CD-ROM contains an interactive program which complements the text without over-duplication. The material is directed to undergraduate students in clinical pharmacy, however it is relevant to anyone who needs an understanding of basic pharmacokinetic principles. Each chapter begins with objectives and then presents a concise and clear explanation with relevant mathematical models and figures. The text includes worked examples and each chapter finishes with practice problems (with solutions at the end of the book).
